Summer 2011

www.centralaz.edu

District Hours: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Mon-Fri

Expansion hits full throttle throughout Pinal County

Transformation of Superstition Mountain Campus in Apache Junction begins

District Construction Update

Signal Peak Campus

O’Neil Administration Building —
interior renovation of administration
and human resources department

Student Services Center — create ad-
ditional offices and student computer
terminals; expand advising

Interactive Learning Center — add
offices, dean’s suite, testing rooms
and a distance learning subdivision

Child Care — new structure with
site parking and play area; capacity
increased from 20 to 40 children
Reconfigure Parking Lot — increase
from 786 to 1,000 spots; improve
safety by enhancing layout

Aravaipa Campus

Site renovation — move main en-
trance to heart of campus between
the B and E buildings

Building A — interior renovations
creating offices, classrooms and
workroom; ADA upgrades; automatic
fire protection systems

Building B — northeast portion of
building will become one-stop ad-
ministrative area; library reorganiza-
tion with additional testing area; new
roof; ADA upgrades; automatic fire
protection systems

Building E — interior renovations;
adding ITV classrooms; adding 2,100
square feet to the west that will in-
clude a new community room; ADA
upgrades; automatic fire protection
systems

Construction is well underway at CAC’s Superstition Mountain Campus in Apache Junction

The transformation of Central Arizona
College is underway throughout Pinal
County.

In 2008 the voters of the county approved
a $99 million bond initiative to expand high-
er education opportunities and accessibility
by giving Central Arizona College the green
light to grow. That authorization by the com-
munity is starting to come to fruition.

One of the biggest changes taking place
is in the city of Apache Junction where the
Superstition Mountain Campus is not only
being transformed, but it is becoming a focal
point of revitalization and growth for the
city itself.

A new front door will swing open at the
intersection of Broadway and Idaho roads in
Apache Junction where a welcome mat to an
exciting future for students sits waiting to be
crossed.

Getting to the Superstition Mountain

Campus will be easy - find Broadway a half-
mile north of the 60 and head east until you
end up at the campus.

From the 60, head north on Idaho until
you hit Broadway and turn right into the
campus. Simple.

Broadway is currently being routed
through the campus creating a private loop
college drive that will exit onto Winchester.

Apache Junction abandoned the road-
way in exchange for a new traffic light at
the intersection of Old West Highway and
Winchester Road.

Paving of the new loop road through the
campus is expected to be complete by mid-
June, while construction of the academic
building will start in June and is expected to
be finished in July of 2012.

Renovation of the A, B, C and D build-
ings is expected to begin in July of 2012 and

be completed by the end of the year.
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Access to Higher Education in Your County

6 CAC students earn All-Artzona Academic Team honors

Six Central Arizona College students
earned an opportunity to continue their
education at one of the state’s three universi-
ties after claiming All-Arizona Academic
accolades on Feb. 23 during a recognition
ceremony at the Fiesta Resort Conference
Center in Tempe, Ariz.

John Ruane of the Signal Peak Campus
and Nicole Smith from the Superstition
Mountain Campus earned Second Team
honors, while Yvette Leigh Trinité-Bouliér
and Aracelli Castaneda - both representing
the Aravaipa Campus — and Michelle Dawn
Clapp from Signal Peak, each earned a place
on the Third Team.

Michelle Johnson, from the Supersti-
tion Mountain Campus, was the First Team
representative for CAC who also garnered a
Coca-Cola Community College Academic
Team Gold Scholar award on April 11.

The Apache Junction resident, who also
served as a commencement speaker during
the SMC graduation ceremony on May 14,
will receive a $1,500 stipend and a special
medallion for winning the national award.

Johnson is just one of 50 Gold Scholars
across the nation recognized by the Coca-
Cola Scholars Foundation.

CAC’s 2011 All-Arizona Academic Team (left to right): Nicole Smith, Yvette Leigh Trinité-Boulier,
Aracelli Castaneda, President Dennis Jenkins, John Ruane, Michelle Clapp and Michelle Johnson

All six of the outstanding CAC students
who landed on the All-Arizona Academic
Team were rewarded with medallions, cer-
tificates and scholarships.

First Team members received a $1,000
check, while Second Team members were
presented with a $750 award. Third Team
members earned a $500 grant.

In addition, All-Arizona Academic Team
members are eligible for full tuition scholar-
ships to Arizona State University, Northern
Arizona University or the University of
Arizona.

Each year, CAC nominates two deserving
students from each of its three campuses for
the All-Arizona Academic Team.

42nd Nursing Pinning recognizes 25 future nurses

Central Arizona College celebrated its
42nd nursing class with a pinning ceremony
on Thursday, May 12, at the Signal Peak
Campus.

Twenty-five future nurses were celebrated
and recognized for completing the college’s
nursing program, one of the most challeng-
ing curriculums offered in higher education.

In particular, three students and one mem-
ber of the program’s faculty were recognized
for their contributions to the program.

Carrie Soliday of Maricopa was presented
with a Certificate of Academic Excellence
for posting the highest grade point average in
her class.

Karen Hatch of Gilbert was selected as the
Outstanding Clinical Student, while Teresa
Borquin, also of Maricopa, was given the
program’s Leadership Award.

CAC nursing professor Lynn S. Long was
named the Outstanding Educator of the Year.

Each of the 25 members of the graduating
class received pins signifying completion of
the program. Following the pinning, Edna
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CAC’s 42nd Nursing Class

Williams (Phoenix, AZ), the class speaker,
congratulated her fellow students.
“This group has become a family. We’ve

been through a life cycle together,” she said.

Following a candle lighting ceremony,
the graduating students took the Florence
Nightingale Pledge.

An adaptation of the physician’s Hippo-
cratic Oath, the pledge was written in 1893

by Lystra E. Gretter and the Farrand Training
School for Nurses in Detroit, Mich.

The following 25 students received their
pins during the pinning ceremony and earned
their associate of applied science degree
during CAC’s graduation ceremonies held
throughout the district May 13-14: Peter
Atanasoff (Maricopa), Sarah Atkinson-
Rosales (Queen Creek), Miranda Baer (Casa
Grande), Elvia Berlin (Gilbert), Lindsay
Boesel (San Tan Valley), Teresa Bourquin
(Maricopa), Linda Bustos (Chandler),
Kirsten Falteisek (Chandler), Leslie Galaz
(Maricopa), Karen Hatch (Gilbert), Kris-
tin Hendrickson (Maricopa), Brian Hunt
(Arizona City), Melva Jaquez (Coolidge),
Candie Ramsey (Florence), Ysidro Rodri-
guez (Coolidge), Leah Sanger (Florence),
Shanna Scott (Florence), Tara Shawcroft
(Casa Grande), Leigh Ann Schifflette (Casa
Grande), Carrie Soliday (Maricopa), Lori
Swink (Maricopa), Jordan Trafan (Gilbert),
Kirk Vanderziel (Chandler), Jessie Wilds
(Buckeye) and Edna Williams (Phoenix).



The College for Pinal County

More than 100 students earn

GED

TS

Nearly 700 guests filled the Pence Center to celebrate more than 100 GED graduates on May 6

More than 100 students celebrated a sig-
nificant achievement in their lives on Friday,
May 6, during the 2011 Central Arizona Col-
lege GED Commencement Ceremony.

The event was held before nearly 700
friends, family members and guests inside
the Don P. Pence Center for Visual & Per-
forming Arts on the Signal Peak Campus.

Each year CAC recognizes student
academic achievement by offering the CAC
GED Scholarship to graduates with a score
of 580 and above.

The scholarship will pay in-state tuition,
for up to 18 credit hours per semester.

The scholarship is renewable up to four
consecutive semesters providing the student
continues to meet the scholarship require-
ments.

The total value of this scholarship over
two years is more than $5,000. This year 128
students will receive the GED Scholarship.

The ceremony also saw the induction of
seven GED students into the National Adult
Education Honor Society.

In order to be inducted into this national
organization, students must have demon-
strated dependable attendance in spite of per-
sonal circumstances, a cooperative attitude
toward others, and self-reliance by demon-
strating personal initiative while performing
school-related tasks.

The 2011 National Adult Education Honor
Society inductees include Myrna Apodaca,
Emily Bradford, Josie Caballero, Lori
Garcia, Kandace Kelly, Tracie Marin and
Hurcell Wilson.

Foundation Spotlight...

Scholarship event raises $25,000

Central Arizona College’s Education An-
gels Scholarship Gala raised nearly $25,000
to benefit the general scholarship fund at
CAC’s Superstition Mountain Campus.

The dinner and evening of music was held
on Friday, April 1, at the Gold Canyon Golf
Resort and featured guests from throughout
the county.

The event, sponsored by the Central
Arizona College Foundation and Adolfson &
Peterson Construction, was designed to ex-
pand educational opportunities for students
attending class at the Superstition Mountain
Campus in Apache Junction.

It marked the first in what is expected
to be a series of galas that will take place
throughout Pinal County.

“This event is a way to foster the essence
of community while raising funds to help
Pinal County students earn a higher educa-
tion degree,” Gary Broussard, the executive

John Tomasson of event sponsor Adolfson &
Peterson Construction talks higher education

director of the CAC Foundation, explained.
“What better way to enjoy an evening out
than to know at the end of that evening you
have helped a student reach a dream.”

For more information on the CAC Foun-
dation, future galas or to make a donation,
please contact Broussard at 480-677-7777 or
gary.broussard@centralaz.edu.

CAC continues growth as
enrollment spikes again

With construction at Central Arizona
College’s Superstition Mountain Campus
in Apache Junction well underway, and
plans for two new campuses in the city
of Maricopa and in the San Tan Valley
beginning to take shape, expansion of the
district’s facilities can not come too soon.

Enrollment continues to soar around the
Pinal County Community College District
as students take advantage of high-quality
education at an affordable price without
having to travel far from home.

Doris Helmich, vice president of student
services, provided an update on the Spring
2011 enrollment figures for Central Ari-
zona College as of March 25, 2011 — the
45-day count that is reported to the state.

Districtwide, CAC’s full-time student
equivalencies (FTSE) increased by more
than 3.14 percent over 2010, and by a
whopping 25.38 percent compared to the
2009 spring report.

Some of the biggest growth took place
in areas where CAC is targeting new cam-
puses but currently has small centers. The
San Tan Center, for instance, increased its
FTSE by 13.91 percent over 2010 and by a
stunning 289.66 percent over 2009.

The Maricopa Center, meanwhile, saw
its FTSE jump 8.53 percent over last year
and 54.68 compared to two years ago.

CAC’s largest campus at Signal Peak
saw its FTSE climb by 3.80 percent over
last year and by 25.28 percent since 2009.

Although the Superstition Mountain
Campus had a slight decrease in FTSE
(1.59%) this spring compared to 2010, the
two-year explosion of 25.63 percent at the
Apache Junction facility underscores the
need for expansion. The new educational
facility is expected to be completed for the
Fall 2012 semester.

CAC also has witnessed tremendous
growth in its Districtwide/Statewide
programs.

The FTSE for these programs has bal-
looned 13.66 percent over 2010, while the
jump since 2009 has been an astonishing
39.34 percent.

Unduplicated headcount across the
district increased by nearly 250 students
since last spring, and has jumped by more
than 1000 students over 2009.
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Register for classes now at www.centralaz.edu

Nominate now for CAC’s
2011 Wall of Success

Central Arizona College now is ac-
cepting nominations for the 2011 Wall of
Success.

The induction ceremony will be held
in late October or early November at the
Signal Peak Campus.

To be eligible, nominees must have
completed a certificate, degree or the
Arizona General Education Curriculum
(AGEC) at CAC at least 10 years ago.

Anyone completing these requirements
in 2001 or earlier may be nominated. Indi-
viduals are encouraged to self-nominate.

Individuals earning selection into the
Wall of Success receive the Extraordinary
Alumni Achievement Award in recognition
of their accomplishment.

The inaugural Wall of Success induction
dinner was held on Nov. 14, 2009, in con-
junction with Central Arizona College’s
40th Anniversary Celebration.

To nominate someone for CAC’s Wall
of Success, or to receive more information
about the event, simply send an e-mail to
alumni@centralaz.edu or call 520-494-
5216.

E-mail nominations should include the
person’s name, contact information includ-
ing phone number, mailing address and
e-mail address, and a short narrative on the
candidate’s background.

Important Dates

All CAC Locations Closed
Monday, July 4

2nd Summer Session
Tue., July 5 - Sat., Aug. 6

Weekend College Begins
Friday, Aug. 12, 4:30 p.m.

Final Day of Fall Registration
Saturday, Aug. 13

Fall Semester Begins
Monday, Aug. 15
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CAC’s 2011 Graduating Class

More than 600 students earn degrees and certificates

660 degrees and
certificates during
the three Central

Arizona College commencement ceremonies

held May 13-14 in Pinal County.
The Aravaipa Campus graduation cer-

emony was held on Friday evening, May 13,

and saw 15 students collect 18 degrees and
certificates during the outdoor event.

On Saturday
morning, May 14,
105 students claimed
109 degrees and
certificates at the
Superstition Mountain Campus commence-
ment ceremony.

On Saturday evening, May 14, 467
students earned 497 degrees and certificates
during the outdoor event at Signal Peak.
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Clockwise from above: Graduates from Signal
Peak, Aravaipa and Superstition Mountain

The number of degrees sought by CAC
students jumped since 2008-09 from 309
two years ago to 499 in 2010-11. The oldest
student to don a cap and gown was 71 years
old, while the youngest was just 17.

Since CAC opened its doors, more than
26,000 degrees and certificates have been
awarded to in excess of 18,000 students.

Central Arizona College is here to serve you!
We have campuses and centers throughout Pinal County.

Aravaipa Campus

80440 E. Aravaipa Road
Winkelman, AZ 85192
520-357-2800 or 866-869-6507

Signal Peak Campus

8470 N. Overfield Road
Coolidge, AZ 85128
520-494-5444 or 800-237-9814

Superstition Mountain Campus
273 E. Old West Highway
Apache Junction, AZ 85119
480-677-7700

Casa Grande Center

1015 E. Florence Boulevard
Casa Grande, AZ 85122
520-494-6050

Coolidge Center
168 S. Main Street
Coolidge, AZ 85128
520-494-6700

Corporate Center

540 N. Camino Mercado
Casa Grande, AZ 85122
520-494-6600

Florence Center

800 E. Butte Avenue (P.O. Box 707)
Florence, AZ 85132

520-494-6801

Maricopa Center

20800 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 104
Maricopa, AZ 85139

520-494-6400

SaddleBrooke Center

63701 E. Saddlebrooke Blvd, Suite T
SaddleBrooke, AZ 85739
520-825-4493

San Tan Center

2474 E. Hunt Highway, Suite 100
Queen Creek, AZ 85143
480-677-7825 or 520-494-6725
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